CHAPTER   XXVII
LORD SYDENHAM AND THE UNIVERSITY
1909-1912
LORD Curaon had claimed for his Universities legislation that a new
life for Higher Education in India had been born. But as with other
ambitious schemes of that restless Viceroy, the work to which he had
set his hand languished after his retirement, and many thorny ques-
tions remained unsettled. They formed a fruitful source of con-
troversy a few years later when Sir George Clarke came out as
Governor of Bombay, and decided to put the coping stone on Lord
Curzon's work.
The new Governor lost no time in formulating his ideas and
setting things in motion for carrying them into effect. Hostilities
commenced with a letter from the Government to the University,
dated 18 December 1908, which purported to be a reply to a request
from the Senate to the Chancellor for advice regarding the changes
necessary in the curriculum. The letter stated that radical reforms
were necessary if the teaching of science and higher education gene-
rally were to be brought into harmony with modern requirements:
Viewed as a whole, the general result presents the appearance
, of patchwork, illogical in many respects and plainly inadequate to
meet the demands of the present day. The Governor-in-Couacil
did not propose to offer detailed criticisms, which the most cursory
study of the University syllabus would suggest. It sufficed to point
out that there were too many examinations and too many subjects
in certain cases, that there was no proper division into -well-
ordered courses and rational continuity of study, and that con-
sequently there had been a marked want of thoroughness. It
naturally followed that the results of higher education ia the
Presidency had been disappointing. A high standard of excelletce
was rarely attained either on the Arts or cm the Science side, and
with too few exceptions, the University had not produced
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